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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hull (US 
7,136,644 B2) in view of Norman et al. (US 7,082,535 Bl). 

Regarding claim 1 Hull teaches a method of creation of a new communication network 
by a wireless terminal (see col. 3, lines 32-36). Hull teaches a wireless terminal initially being 
part of an existing centralized network that includes an access point able to control the 
association of wireless terminals to its network (see col. 3, lines 1 1-22). Hull teaches initiation 
of a procedure for creating a new network including a declaration of the terminal as access point 
of the new network, where the operating parameters of the new network are such that 
communications on the new network do not interfere with the existing network (see col. 3, lines 
32-52 and col. 5, lines 22-30). Hull does not specifically teach disassociation of the terminal 
from the network. Norman teaches dissociation of a terminal from a communication network 
(see col. 4, lines 46-48). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to make the device adapt to include disassociation of the terminal from 
the network because this would allow for an improved method for controlling service acquisition 
in a wireless local area network device. 
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Regarding claim 2 Norman teaches initiating disassociation in at least one of the 
following cases: frequency change rejection by the access point of the existing network 
following a request from the terminal; or connection establishment rejection be the access point 
of the existing network following a request from the terminal (see col. 4, lines 18-22). 

Regarding claim 3 Norman teaches wherein the access point of the existing network 
initiates the disassociation (see col. 4, lines 18-22). 

Regarding claim 4 Hull teaches a wireless terminal including an interface with a 
communication medium, a microprocessor and a memory, which terminal additionally includes 
in its memory a program comprising a program adapted to perform instructions (see col. 5, lines 
22-30). Hull teaches initiation of a procedure for creating a new network including a declaration 
a terminal as access point of a new network, where the operating parameters of the new network 
are such that communications on the new network do not interfere with the existing network (see 
col. 3, lines 32-52 and col. 5, lines 22-30). Hull does not specifically teach performing a 
disassociation of the terminal from the network. Norman teaches dissociation of a terminal from 
a communication network (see col. 4, lines 46-48). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the device adapt to include 
disassociation of the terminal from the network because this would allow for an improved 
method for controlling service acquisition in a wireless local area network device. 

Regarding claim 5 Hull and Norman teach a device as recited in claim 2 and is rejected 
given the same reasoning as above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the network" in line 6. Because applicant discloses a "new 
communication network" and "an existing centralized network" earlier in the claim, it is unclear 
as to which network, "the network" is referring to. Therefore the claim is rendered indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the communication medium" in 2. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Tejaswini et al. US 2005/0071476 Al discloses an access point association history in 
wireless networks. 

Jang et al. US 2005/0003856 Al discloses a local communication system and method in 
wireless communication system. 

Paredes et al. US 2002/01 19683 Al discloses a PC card configuration. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brandon J. Miller whose telephone number is 571-272-7869. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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